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Steven is a conductor, cellist, and music educator who works with musicians of 
all ages and backgrounds. Steven studied at Christopher Newport University, 
earning his degree in Music Education, and has attended conducting 
workshops at the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati 
and at the Peabody Conservatory. 

Since 2013, Steven has served as the founding Music Director for the Hampton 
Roads Philharmonic and as conductor for Bay Youth Concert Orchestra since 
2016. Throughout his career, he has also served as the Music Director for 
Tidewater Opera Initiative, conductor for Symphonicity’s production of The 
Nutcracker, and conductor for Capitol Opera Richmond. 

As a proponent of new music, Steven regularly commissions works and 
collaborates with composers. In 2010, he conducted the world premiere of 
David and Glass, an opera by Chris Lamb. Since then, he has conducted and 
performed in the premiere of over a dozen new works, including the 2016 
concert premiere of The Snow Maiden of Appalachia by Andrew H. Austin. 

Steven lives in Norfolk, Virginia, and teaches with The Academy of Music and 
Ghent Montessori School.  He is a member of the National Association for Music 
Education, Omicron Delta Kappa, Pi Kappa Lambda, Alpha Chi and Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia. 

Music Director
Steven Brindle



Dr. Raymond Jones is Virginia’s senior classical music broadcaster, filling the 
airwaves with music for 62 years, 40 of those on WHRO-FM. He is a native of 
Hampton Roads and holds six college degrees including his doctorate from 
Virginia Tech with post-doctoral study at Exeter College, Oxford. He has 
narrated with many orchestras including the Boston Pops, the Virginia 
Symphony and Symphonicity. He has also been the voice of the Virginia 
International Tattoo for 25 years and has narrated for the US Army TRADOC 
Band for 29 years. He can be heard on several CDs including the Washington 
Pops and the US Air Force Heritage of America Band.
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A Christmas Festival Overture
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)

Concert Suite from The Polar Express
Alan Silvestri (b. 1950) & Glen Ballard (b. 1953)

Arranged by Jerry Brubaker (b. 1946)

Around the World at Christmas Time
Traditional/Arranged by Bruce Chase (1912-2001)

Les Patineurs (Skaters Waltz)
Emile Waldteufel (1837-1915)

Lux Arumuque
Eric Whitacre (b. 1970)

Sleigh Ride
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)

Florian Hauenstein, conductor | Golden Baton Winner

*** Brief Intermission ***

A Most Wonderful Christmas
Traditional/arr. Robert Sheldon (b. 1954)

Twas the Night Before Christmas
Bill Holcombe (1924-2010)

Raymond Jones, narrator

The Christmas Sing-a-Long
Arranged by Bob Cerulli

Winterlust Polka
Josef Strauss (1827-1870)

 Michael Rot (b. 1957)

Program
Steven Brindle, Conductor



A Christmas Festival Overture
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)

Leroy Anderson is well known as a master of light orchestral music and A Christmas 
Festival is no exception. Consisting of 7 Christmas carols and Jingle Bells, this medley sets 
the scene of a delightful holiday experience. This work was completed in 1950, where it was 
premiered by the Boston Pops Orchestra in Boston, Massachusetts.

– Gabriel Gravini
–Compiled by Helen Hazard

Concert Suite from The Polar Express 
Alan Silvestri (b. 1950) & Glen Ballard (b. 1953), Arranged by Jerry Brubaker (b. 1946)

This blockbuster Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard film score has been masterfully scored for 
symphonic band by Jerry Brubaker. The medley includes "Believe," "The Polar Express," 
"When Christmas Comes to Town," and "Spirit of the Season." This piece has become a 
standard for popular holiday music ever since the fim was released and grew in popularity. 

–Alfred Music Publishing
–Compiled by Helen Hazard

Around the World at Christmas Time
Traditional/Arranged by Bruce Chase (1912-2001)

This piece is a Christmas medley of many traditional chorals. These traditional chorals that 
the work consists of are all from different countries of world. This includes Germany, Poland, 
England, Italy, France, and the United States. The chorals included are O Tannenbaum, 
Infant Holy Infant Lowly, What Child Is This?, O Sanctissima, The Hanukkah Song, Whence 
Comes This Rush of Wings, and Go Tell It on the Mountain.

– Helen Hazard

Les Patineurs (Skaters Waltz)
Emile Waldteufel (1837-1915)

'Les Patineurs Valse' (opus 183), known in English as 'The Skaters' Waltz', was composed in 
1882 and inspired by the 'Cercle des Patineurs' or 'Rink of Skaters' at the Bois de Boulogne in 
Paris. His introduction to the waltz can be likened to the poise of a skater and the glissando 
notes invoke scenes of a wintry atmosphere. The other themes that follow are graceful and 
swirling, as if to depict a ring of skaters in their glory. Bells were added for good measure to 
complete the winter scenery. 'Les Patineurs Valse' has featured in dozens of films from the 
earliest talkies to the present. These include 'The Hollywood Revue', 'My Favorite Wife', 
'Chariots of Fire', 'A Simple Wish', 'My Beautiful Laundrette', 'Downton Abbey' and many 
others.

– Baton Music
– Compiled by Helen Hazard

Program Notes



Lux Arumuque
Eric Whitacre (b. 1970)

Lux Aurumque, which translates to “Light and Gold,” was originally written in 2000 for a choir 
to be sung during the holiday season. The Latin name comes from a poem of the same 
name which, when translated, means “Light, warm and heavy as pure gold, and the angels 
sing softly to the newborn babe.” In the words of Whitacre, “if the tight harmonies are 
carefully tuned and balanced they will shimmer and glow,” referring to the delicate 
harmonies and orchestration techniques employed.

– Gabriel Gravini
– Compiled by Helen Hazard

Sleigh Ride
Leroy Anderson (1908-1975)

A standard of the orchestral literature during the holiday season, Sleigh Ride provides 
musical imagery of riding a sleigh through town and engaging in winter activities. Through 
the percussion, sounds reminiscent of a horse galloping and a whip cracking can be heard 
and, towards the end of the piece, the “horse” can be heard whinnying from the trumpet 
section.. Ironically, Leroy Anderson received the inspiration needed to begin composing this 
work during a heatwave in July of 1946. Since its release, Sleigh Ride has been performed 
countless times through settings ranging from orchestras to pop artist groups.

– Gabriel Gravini
– Compiled by Helen Hazard

A Most Wonderful Christmas
Traditional/arr. Robert Sheldon (b. 1954)

A Most Wonderful Chirstmas is Christmas medley of many common holiday favorites.  
You'll find Winter Wonderland, I'll Be Home for Christmas, Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas and It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year in cheery settings that lift the 
spirits! The piece is filled with many solos to show off players and features many swing and 
jazz sections to match the exciting mood of the piece. 

– Helen Hazard

Program Notes (cont.)



Twas the Night Before Christmas
Bill Holcombe (1924-2010)

A piece based on the well-known poem by Clement Clark Moore. Bill Holcombe composed 
the piece for a full orchestra in order to make the text of the poem come to life. The music is 
meant to be light in which a narrator may read the poem while the music plays. The music 
composed is excellent in portraying the mood of holiday spirit that is conveyed throughout 
the poem.

– Helen Hazard

The Christmas Sing-a-Long
Arranged by Bob Cerulli

Please sing a long with four all time favorite Christmas carols!

Winterlust Polka
Josef Strauss (1827-1870), Michael Rot (b. 1957)

Josef Strauss, second born of the three Strauss brothers wrote this quick polka in winter 
1862 to be performed during the Carnival season in Vienna. It was first performed there in 
March 1862. This piece is meant to bring a delightful experience to listeners and get 
listeners into the “wintery” mood.

– Helen Hazard

Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let Earth receive her King.
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room.
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing

O Come All Ye Faithful

O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant.
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him born the King of Angels.
O come, let us adore him
O come, let us adore him
O come, let us adore him Christ the Lord

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing. 
Glory to the newborn King.
Peace on earth and mercy mild.
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark! The herald angels sing.
Glory to the newborn King.

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Program Notes (cont.)



Sustainer ($1,000 or more)
Mr. John T. Dorsey
Jana S. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. David Heddle
Jason & Keri Houser
Dr. Robert Howard Jr. 
Dr. Christoph Leemann
Mrs. Margaret Mastbrook
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morgan
Paul & Kelly Tiller
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Walsh

Benefactor ($500-999)
Janna Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Glasco
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Guldner
Laurie McNemar
Mike &Valerie Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. George & Janet
     Nelson
Doug Smith
Stephen & Eileen Wood

Patron ($250-499)
Mr. & Mrs. William & 
Roxanna Andersen
Cellis Chocolate Chips
Chelsey Hamm
Lydia Crim
Lynn M. Sebacher
Simone & Simona,
     Instructors, Professional
     Dancers
Richard Wertime

Sponsor ($100-249)
David George & Shirlie Anne 
Anson
Emmet Aylor
Bay Youth Orchestras of Virginia
Gene & Michel Chieffo
Alice Cryer
John & Isabelle Cummings
William Davenport
Robert Doggett
Joseph Drewry
Mr. Robert Ford
William Garlette
Virginia Glover
Edna Griffenhagen
Florian Hauenstein
Robert Kimsey
Simon La Pointe
Robert Lamb
Roy & Elizabeth Lasris
Pacquitta Laverents
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Lien
Alison Lynch
Ellen McDade
Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Morris
Dr. Ray Otte
Ms. Evelyn Perry
Patty Price
Sarah Quemada
Jan & Jack Ryan
William Schearer
Daniel Stuck
James O. & Judy A. Torrey
Mr. & Mrs. George & 
     Barbara Van Osten
Virginia Eye Foundation
Virginia Eye Consultants
Charles & DJ Whittaker

Friend (Up to $99)
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 
Adams
Gerald Allen
William Coker
Christopher Espy
Billie Einselen
Cathy Francis
Ms. Katherine
     Freakley
Allen Fulford
Deborah Griesinger
Mark Hendrickson
Susanna Horner
Shahana Keisler
Col. & Mrs. I. N.
     McInnis, Jr.
Suzanne Maerz
Carlos Phair
Mr. Steven Ralph
Anthony & Verna
     Sanzo
Mr. & Mrs. James
     Savinsky
Linda Sheppard
Linda Serwatka
Camiel Sims
Larissa Steblen
Jacqueline Tate
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Support the 
Orchestra

The Hampton Roads Philharmonic relies 
on your generous support to continue 
growing and to bring exciting music to 
your community. In addition to supporting 
the HRP Presents concert series, your 
donation helps the orchestra plan 
community events and bring great music 
to churches, outdoor events, local 
organizations, and businesses.

There are many ways to support such as 
individual giving, Amazon Smile, Business 
Sponsorships and Facebook Fundraiser.

The Hampton Roads Philharmonic is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. All 
donations are tax-deductible. 

Donate Today!
Scan the QR Code 

or Visit 

hrphil.org/support-us/

Visit Our Website, hrpihl.org

Stay Informed! Subscribe to our 
Newsletter at hrphil.org!

https://hrphil.org/support-us/
https://hrphil.org/
https://hrphil.org/
https://hrphil.org/
https://hrphil.org/
https://hrphil.org/
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Upcoming
Events

Young Artist Competition Performance
March 12 | 2:30pm

The American Theatre
125 E. Mellen Street

Hampton, VA 23663

2nd Annual Virginia Community Music Festival
April 23

Christopher Newport University
1 Avenue of the Arts

Newport News, VA 23606

HRP Presents: A Mother’s Day Concert
May 14 | 2:30pm

Fort Monroe Theatre
41 Tidball Road

Fort Monroe, VA 23651


